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of the Red Army, the German population of the
Baltic lands, which composed the great majority
of the upper and middle classes, is returning to the
Fatherland, disillusioned, bewildered, yet obedient.
National Socialism has surrendered to its Bolshevik
ally the German heritage of a thousand years.
Such is the Soviet revenge at Brest-Litovsk in
1939 for Brest-Litovsk in 1918.
What has Germany gained ?
The many historical parallels between the Brest-
Litovsk agreements of 1918 and 1939 include one
which is of very great, perhaps supreme, importance
for Germany. In 1918 Ludendorff, carried away
by the vistas of power and riches opened up by the
treaties with Russia, the Ukraine, and Rumania,
lost sight of the primary object of the peace, the
freeing of Germany's hands in the East. In order to
enforce a victors' peace and to exploit their new
acquisitions to advantage, the Germans were com-
pelled to retain on the Eastern Front a million men
at a time when the addition of half that number to
their armies in the West would have changed the
course of history. Lured away by the will-o'-the-
wisp of ambition, Germany found herself inex-
tricably involved in a slough of dilemmas. She
sank in them deeper and deeper.
The same is true in 1939. Without doubt Hitler
imagined that his pact with Stalin ensured that
hostilities would be restricted to the East. In this
event he would have ample opportunity to watch
and checkmate his new ally at the close of the Polish